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Attendance P Anderson, R Cowen, D Sowerbutts, J Olley, D Phillips, Alan Jones,  A Kinghorn,  

D Archer and 23 others namely P Hindess, K Lawrence, J Thompson, J Chapman, M 

Newsome, R Stonehouse, S Grey, C Bullmore, S Addinall,  BP Smith, R Barnett, T Benson, C 

Wilson, G Stoker, R Robertson, T Burn, V Codling, C Freeman, S Howat, J Hughes, S Evans, 

Adam Jones and A Pears 

 

Apologies – D Lawrence 

 

1. Chairman's Welcome and Introduction  

 

- Paul Anderson welcomed members and said the Club had had another successful 

year. However, there are concerns that the Club could do better. He considered that 

new members on the Committee may help us address those deficiencies 

- He commented that membership down a little to just below 250. Social media was 

no doubt having an effect. With new initiatives, the Club will try to improve 

membership as well as it can. 

- Financially, the Club is fairly secure and subscriptions cover the cost of the Lek. In 

addition, the Club also gest funding from consultancy work. He thanked John Olley 

for his work in that regard. 

- He also thanked David Phillips who had streamlined the Club’s financial processes 

which should make for a smooth handover to a new treasurer. 

David had also implemented procedures to claim Gift Aid which has been a useful 

source of income. He encouraged members to consider signing up for Gift Aid. 

- In respect of conservation, he referred to the Brightwater Project and Castle Lake. 

Castle Lake, situated in the middle of the area of the Brightwater Project, has 

developed into the prime inland site in the county and is improving every year. He 

noted that more Curlew Sandpiper were recorded here than at Saltholme. However, 

there is a very real threat. It has been averted for this year at least. He noted how 

Castle Lake has been linked in to Brightwater project and Bishop’s Fen, the prime 

proposal in the locality of the Project. 

- He also mentioned that Richard Cowen and David Phillips monitor planning 

applications and try to control issues to reflect the Club’s point of view 

- The Lek is still well received and Paul thanked Darren Archer for the work he has 

done in producing it. He noted however the Club still needs to do what members 

want and produce a magazine accordingly – it is the members’ magazine 

- He noted that the 2015 Annual Report was a bit behind schedule but thanked Chris 

Bell and Mark Newsome for proof reading it. The  2016 Annual Report however is 

well under way 



- He noted that Chris Bell is still dealing with rarities. The club’s first record of a 

Siberian Accentor has been accepted but it still needs to be accepted officially. It is 

not anticipated that there will be any problem 

- Paul noted that Derek Charlton has been working hard as County Recorder but as he 

is no longer on the committee the Club will need to elect a new recorder. 

- As far as the Website and Twitter are concerned, he noted that Darren Archer and 

Andrew Kinghorn were present and could give further information if required. He 

stressed the need to be careful when publishing in these media and remember that 

welfare of bird comes first. On social media, once something is published it is out 

there and cannot be retrieved. 

- Paul noted that David Sowerbutts continues work with surveys and projects, which 

goes on as ever. New surveys proposed eg for Jack Snipe. There has been an 

unofficial pilot in respect of this in the county which has indicated that there are 

more of these birds than had been thought in county. Next year, a survey was being 

considered for Lesser Spotted Woodpecker which may be more common than has 

previously been thought. 

- He urged members to consider helping on the Committee. He noted that the 

workload was not getting less. 

- As far as the Future is concerned, things are not clear but he hoped that there are 

things people want to get involved with. Recently, the number of field trips has been 

increased thanks to Paul Hindess. He noted that the first trip was at Castle Lake on 

Sunday 30 April and this was mentioned on the website. There was also a couple of 

dawn choruses arranged for the following weekend and later in the year the popular 

Storm Petrel ringing session. 

- He noted that Kieron Lawrence was preparing a programme for Indoor meetings for 

next year 

- There was also talk of coordinating efforts to see how many bird species are in the 

county on any day to link with the bird race. There could also be a coastal watch but 

the success of this would be weather dependent. 

- Finally, he noted that the Club’s committee is always willing to listen to other ideas. 

 

Paul Hindess mentioned that the reason for the 2016 Annual Report being up to date is 

because of the super efforts of the Chair, Paul Anderson. 

 

 

2. The Minutes of the 2016 AGM were proposed by Andrew Kinghorn and seconded by 

Colin Wilson as a true record and no matters arose from them 

 

3.  Treasurer’s Report 2016 

 

• The Club recorded a financial surplus of just over £1,100.00 in 2016. There was no 

2016 Annual Report expenditure incurred in 2016 which accounts for this surplus. That 

said, the club experienced a welcome reduction in admin costs, but this was offset by a 

significant expenditure increase in publicity, advertising the clubs activities, publicity 

storage charges and conservation.  

• Income was supplemented by the The Birds of Durham publication which continues to 

sell well.  
• He noted with concern three attempts to take money from the Club’s account but these 



had all been recovered and the incidents reported to the relevant authorities. He noted 

that the Club had to put its details on the website and that on occasions people had 

abused this. 

• He noted the success of Gift Aid in bringing additional resources to the Club. A Gift 

Aid form, once completed, lasted thereafter. 

• Over the last few years, subscriptions had fallen by about £800.00. There was a variety 

of reasons for this but the role of social media was no doubt one of them. 

• The Club’s costs remain under control and is able to support birds and birding through 

expanding its conservation work. Given that the Club’s finances are still healthy, it is 

not proposed to seek an increase in membership subscription fees for 2017 although this 

will have to be kept under review. It was noted that the last increase had been in 2012 

and it was also noted that there can be difficulties when they change in respect of those 

paying by direct debit.  

• There was some discussion as to whether subscriptions should be increased in view of 

the situation regarding Castle Lake. It was noted members could donate a larger sum if 

they wished and that there would be a further discussion regarding Castle Lake after the 

AGM. 

• David did note that any additional sum donated to the Club could also be Gift Aided so 

that it brought in more revenue for the Club. 

 

The Report was proposed by John Olley and seconded by Steve Howat 

 

4. Secretary's Report for 2016  

 

• Richard Cowen summarized the contents of the report which he believed showed 

the Club had had an active year.  

• He noted that Paul Anderson had given a synopsis of the club’s achievements 

over the past 12 months. He noted the situation regarding conservation and 

Castle Lake saying that this would be further discussed after the AGM. He said 

however that John Olley had undertaken a considerable amount of work at 

Castle Lake and elsewhere and should be thanked for his efforts. 

• He noted the situation regarding the county records and that his report mentioned 

the significant efforts of Mark Newsome before he resigned. He also considered 

the work of David Phillips in streamlining the Club’s finances deserved credit as 

did the efforts of Darren Archer with social media and the Lek and Andrew 

Kinghorn with the website. As far as the website was concerned, this has proved 

a success again and the problems encountered last year were fully resolved with 

the new website. The work of David Sowerbutts regarding projects and surveys 

had also been successful.. 

• He mentioned the work he and David Phillips had done with regard to planning 

applications and similar issues. In particular he mentioned his attendance at the 

Examination in Public into the Area Action Plan for the International Advanced 

Manufacturing Park around the Nissan complex and believed that the comments 

he had made, supporting comments from RSPB and the Wildlife Trust, were 

well received.  

• The Birds of Durham book had continued to sell with perhaps more sales this 

year than last. 

• It was again noted that there was no George Wilson award, an award to members 



observing their local patches. The purpose of the Award was noted and 

discussed further with George’s brother, Colin, who was at the AGM. There was 

some discussion about encouraging members to make nominations with Paul 

Anderson encouraging members to nominate people they thought may qualify 

for this Award to the Committee..  

• Welcomed that Kieron Lawrence proposed to start a programme for indoor 

meetings and that Paul Hindess was starting more field trips. 

• Finally, he felt it must be mentioned that two people were standing down from 

their posts. Mention had already been made of the work undertaken by David 

Phillips to streamline the financial processes but he should be specifically 

thanked for these. 

• Richard also mentioned that the committee had considered a proposal to change 

the constitution of the Club to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation and this 

would be further discussed after the AGM 

• Secondly of course was the decision of the Chair, Paul Anderson, not to seek re-

election to the committee. Paul had served as chair since about 2006 and during 

that time had overseen the Avifauna project including of course the application 

for a grant to the Heritage Lottery Fund and the publication of Birds of Durham. 

He knew Andrew Kinghorn also wished to say something and handed over to 

him. 

• Andrew then thanked Paul for the encouragement Paul had given to him and 

made a presentation to Paul. 

 

The report was proposed by Steve Howat and seconded by Steve Evans.  

 

5. Nominations and election of the 2017 DBC Committee:  

 

There were 9 nominations. As the total complement for the Committee is 12, there was 

no need for an election of officers. Therefore  

• David Sowerbutts, Richard Cowen, Andrew Kinghorn, Darren Archer, Derek 

Lawrence, John Olley and Alan Jones, were reinstated as Committee members 

• In addition, Sacha Elliott and Kieron Lawrence were instated as committee 

members. 

 

6. AOB 

 

None  

 

 

The meeting closed at 8:09 pm and was followed by an Extraordinary General Meeting and a 

talk by Mark Newsome. 

 

Richard Cowen 

 

May 1, 2017 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

DURHAM BIRD CLUB 

 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 

 

27 APRIL 2017 

 

This meeting followed the AGM for 2016.  

 

Present: All the above persons attended plus Duncan Fraser 

 

In attendance: Nicola Dexter (of the proposed Castle Lake Conservation Group) 

 

1. Constitution 

 

• Richard Cowen outlined the reasons why the committee had considered 

introducing a new constitution and to change the Club from its present unincorporated 

format to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation. The main reason for this was the 

conservation work that was being carried out and the need to protect the Club’s trustees 

from personal liability should action be taken against them. 

• It was noted that the Durham Bat Group were forming themselves into such an 

organization and David Sowerbutts was able to give some information of the likely time 

scales as he is also a member of that Group. It was considered that it would take about 6 

months to arrange the necessary paper work for approval by the Charity Commissioners 

• It was agreed to hold a further meeting at the appropriate time but the principle 

of adopting such a constitution and transforming the Club to a CIO be approved. 

 

2. Castle Lake 

 

• Richard Cowen introduced Nicola Dexter who attended for this part of the 

meeting. He explained she is part of the Group it is intended to form to protect the long 

term future of Castle Lake along with other persons from Bishop Middleham and 

himself, John Olley and Fred Milton from the Club. 

• Richard outlined the issues regarding the Lake and the fact that the current 

owner intended to retire from farming. The Club’s arrangements on the site had up to 

now been informal but ongoing for a number of years. It may now be necessary to make 

them more formal to protect the long term future of the site. It was known that there was 

one person in the area who would like to acquire the site and attempt to drain it so it 

could be used for agriculture. Whether this would be successful or not was debatable 

but the site could be irreparably damaged should there be any attempt. 

• The Club had sought a grant from the Brightwater Project for certain works on 

the site in the sum of £37,000. This had been awarded but subject to conditions, namely 

- The Club contribute 20% of the total in money rather than services 

- It secure a lease for at least 25 years 

- It make the site more open to the public 



• The Committee had agreed to pay the sum of £2,500.00 towards a year’s rent for 

the site 

• This site is of such importance to the Club that it was considered that members 

should have a say in how the future progressed. The financial commitments however 

were significant and the Committee had previously said it could not take on the 

commitments. This is why it was intended to form the Castle Lake Conservation Group.  

• RSPB was not interested in this site as it is too small 

• The Group had approached Durham Wildlife Trust, which is in fact overseeing 

the Brightwater Project, to take over the site. 

• The Group through Nicola had approached Jim Cokill about this. Jim had 

emailed Richard to say that, while the Wildlife Trust could take over the site, it would 

be at a cost. He did not believe that the Club could afford the costs which would include 

the rent, any legal costs plus any fencing that would be required. He considered that it 

would be better if the Club did not accept the Grant from Brightwater and the necessary 

commitments that would flow from this, but rather accept a lease in its own name. 

Richard suggested that this would in fact be the Group rather than the Club. 

• Castle Lake is obviously an extremely important issue for the Club and the 

committee considered members should be given the option to say how this should 

proceed. Did they feel that the options now were too onerous and the Club should 

withdraw or perhaps commit to more. 

• John, who has undertaken a lot of work to make the application for the grant, 

agreed that this should not proceed any further. This was accepted by members. 

• Paul Anderson noted the sum the committee had already authorized and did not 

believe the Club could commit to more, which could in any event commit the Club to 

future years which may not be subsequently agreed. Future funding should be found by 

the Group but they had the above sum to secure the position for the first year. 

• Nicola outlined the commitment of the community and parish council to the site 

and that other sources of funding were also being sought but could not be obtained until 

the Group was properly constituted and had a bank account. 

• It was noted that there was to be a further EGM in about 6 months’ time to 

consider the Club’s own constitution and that, if necessary, this could be further 

discussed then as well as at next year’s AGM. 

• Members agreed to proceed as the committee has already approved, to support 

the proposals for the Group to secure the long term future of Castle Lake and to discuss 

further if necessary when the next EGM and/or AGM was convened. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 


